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Gvacral Goethals Stakes His Bepu-latto- B

on tke Stability of
the raaanaa Canal.

R j djenernl George w. uoethalb uses
gy the subjoined language In his report

' aa Governor of the Panama Canal for
the rear that ended June 30 to record
his satisfaction with the measures
adopted to overcome the earth slides
and to reiterate his belief that the
ditch across tho Isthmus. Is destined
to permaneut usefulness:

fV , "As predicted at the time the great
Culebra movements occurred, the alldei
will be overcome nnally nnd for sit
tlma, notwithstanding the calamity

howlers and In spite of the disastrous
tradlctlona ot tho 'knowlt-alla.'- "

4
This paragraph follows nn Interest-la- g

discussion of the history of the
ajldes, In which General (Joethalb's
unquestioning faith In the stability
of tbe canal and the professional wis-

dom of Its constructors Is convincingly
apparent. The theory of subterra-Bea- n

gases seeking outlet nnd carrying
with tbem eruptive material, advanced
by Thomas Keasns of
Utah In The Sun of June 18, Oen-ra- l

Goctiials dismisses, after the
consideration due to any statement
from a man of Senator Keabxb's wide
practical experience, thus:

"Under the circumstances, those on the
work still adhere to their belief that

gases have nothing; whatever
to do with the movements that have
occurred."

For tbe opinion of Benjamin I.eRoy
Muxes, professor of geology nt Lehigh
University, who deelnred that "practl-- '
cally all of Gold Hill nnd much of

. Zlon III1I must be removed," nnd that
"If dredges alone are employed, the
canal may lie kept clear during the
months when rainfall Is lightened, but
for many years to come the rainy sea-o- n

Is til most certain to can so such
altdes as to closo the canal for weeks
or even mouths," General Goetiials
appears to have less respect. He says
that "the greatest Injury was done the
canal" through Professor Muxes ; and
bis statements were considered "erro-
neous, unwarranted nnd unfair." Gen-

eral Goetiials hoped that Professor
Milleb's conclusions would be counter-
balanced by the final report of a com-saltt-

of the National Academy of
Sciences, whose preliminary findings
were submitted to the President In

'.January, but this document was not
available on September 11, the date
on which General Goetiials wrote.

It is plain that General Goetiials
'la contented with the mnnner in
which tbe work nt Panama has been
done, tbe plans ndopted for the Guid-

ance of the custodians of the canal
la tbe future, and Is convinced that the
route and tbe prism nre practicable.
Yet he records tbe fact that In August
of this year "a general movement oc-

curred nt tbe cast Culebra slide, nnd
consisted of n settlement from twenty
to twenty-fiv- e feet vertically down at
the rear portion of the area affected,
eoine 1,300 feet from the prlm, by
which a mass. of material from the
lower part was projected Into the

'canal beyond the centre line, reducing
tha depth of water along this line nn

i avera go of five feet." Tbe width nnd
depth of the new chnnnel prevented
Interruption of navigation; but from
this Incident an Idea of the amount
of material Involved may bo obtained,
and In General Goethals's opinion
the Impossibility of artificial devices
for holding it back from tbe prism
must be recognized.

Yet General Goetiials has no doubt
that tbe difficulties will bo overcome,
the snake subjugated; on this be
takes a professional reputation he

would not willingly sacrifice. We hopo
be is right; nnd we hope that before
many years have pnssed the validity
of his Judgment will be demonstrated
In a way to convince calamity howlers
and even tbe know-lt-nll-

nosing Rifts In tbe Body Politic.
To tbe 400 members of the Amcrl

can Federation of Labor who called
on blm at tho White House on Satur
day President Wilson said:

"Nothing; alarms America ao much
as rlfta, divisions, the drifting apart
of elements amonr her people, and the
thing we ought all to strive for la to
close up every rift, and the only way
to do It, ao far as I can see, Is to es-

tablish Justice not only, but Justice
with a heart In It, Justice with a pulae
In It, Justice with sympathy In it."

This sentiment must Iiavo been ac-

cepted by the federal lonlsts ns an In-

dorsement and upproval of their recent
action In favor of thu unionization. of
negroes In the South, a departure

t wr,v

from the historic poller of unionism
that hits .attracted much attention.
The rift, division, drifting apart, of
black Americans and white Ameri-

can has been the cause of grave fore-

boding nmong thoughtful men for
years; the drawing together of black
Americans nnd wlilto Americans of
which the now attitude of the feder-

ation, Is evidence Is a matter of pro-

found significance.
It Is to be assumed that Mr. Wil-

son's contribution tb this movement
will take the form of an acceleration
of Justice, social, legal and moral, for
the negro; and In certain sections
of the country If the negro can get
justice he will be rejoiced to accept
It, even though It lack heart and
pulse nnd sympathy.

Where Shall the People Go?
If traffic congestion in New York

were confined to a few popular thor-
oughfares nnd their Intersections, It
would be comparatively easy to de-

vise means of relief. Such Is not the
en so. In all the boroughs are districts
where tbe capacity of roadways and
sidewalks is exceeded by tbe demands
made on them, nnd where this condition
Is found tbe diversion of vehicles and
pedestrians to other streets nnd ave-
nues Is Impracticable, In Manhattan
nnd parts of Queens Hrooklyn nnd The
nronx the situation Is complicated by
subway construction, which curtails If
It does not prohibit tbe use of numerous
highways; nnd tho disinclination of
citizens generally to nbandou nccus-tonie- d

routes of travel Is nn obstacle
to distribution that cannot be over-
looked by the authorities.

Police Commissioner Woons, who
has been obliged carefully to study tbe
problems Involved, has decided that
only by new highways can the load be
reduced. The completion of the sub-
ways, when It la accomplished, will
make Seventh n venue available for
purposes for which It Is now closed;
tbe connection of upper nnd lower
Park avenue would provide a new
nrtcry for north nnd south bound
vehicles; but In tbe meantime other
possibilities of readjustment must be
considered. It should be borne In mind
that provision has to be made not ouly
for the present, but for the future,
nnd this contemplates the utilisation of
streets which are now neglected, as
well as the Increase of facilities on
crowded streets.

.Traffic regulation can mitigate tbe
discomforts originating In overcrowd-
ing, but this Is not sufficient. The
real solution of the problem lies In
distributing tbe traffic, and thla can
be done only by controlling It from
Its origin to Its destination, nnd em-

ploying for this purpose the street
system ns a whole, without emphasis
ou any particular subdivision of it.

Tbe Pending. lBveitlgatloaf tbe
Railways.

Are the railroads of the country
ever to get relief from nn Intolerably
adverse situation? That Is the ques-

tion which Is chiefly exercising not
merely the hends of the roads but the
2,000,000 holders of their securities.
It Is a question of vital concern also
to several million shippers of freight
nnd In one way or another It hffoets
the pocketbook of every Inhabitant
of the United States.

The present state of affairs cannot
continue. That Is about the only
point upon which everybody Is agreed.
What arc the outstanding difficulties
that confront the roads?

In the first place, overregulntlon ;

In the second place, lack of new cnpl-ta- l;

In the third place, rising cost of
operation. The three troubles are all
Intimately related.

Several factors have tended lately
to obscure the real railway situation,
It Is less rendlly perceived now than
It was n year ago, when on October
17, 1010, The Sun published the fact
that one-sixt- h of the railway mileage
In the country was In the hands of
receivers. Since then public nttcntlon
has been engrossed with other mat
ters. First came the demand of the
trainmen for a shorter day as a basis
of wages. Over this the roads nnd
the men became deadlocked, und the
controversy grew neuter through tho
spring of 1010. Not much heed was
paid to tho passage by Congress of
n joint resolution, signed by the Pres
ident on July 30, which created a com
mlttee of Congress to study the whole
problem of rail transportation. Im
mediately after tbe setting up of this
body the trainmen's demands, backed
by tho threat of n strike, precipitated
a crisis which resulted In the enact-
ment of tho Adumson law, making
eight hours the measure of a day's
work In computing wages of trainmen
engnged In Interstate commerce. Then
the campaign, nlrendy In full swing
when tho Adamson Inw was passed,
eclipsed everything else.

That campaign Is over. The com-

mittee of Congress authorized by the
Joint resolution ot July 30 is at' last
free to start work, Its members hav-
ing been busy up to November 7 In
mending political fences. Senator
Newlands of Nevada, who is chair-
man of the Scnnte Committee on In-

terstate Commerce, was the author of
the resolution providing for It. Tho
other members nre , Senators JIouin-so- n

of Arkansns and Undkbwood of
Alabama, Democrats; Senators Cum-

mins of Iowa and Hbandeokr of Con-

necticut, Republicans ; Representa-
tives Adamson of Georgln, Sims of
Tennessee nnd Cullop of Indiana,
Democrats; Escii of Wisconsin nnd
Hamilton of Michigan, Itepubllcnns.
All the Senntors are members of tho
Senate Committee on Interstnte Com-

merce except Senator Bbandkoee, who
Is chairman of the Pacific railroads
committee. Representative Adamson,
author of the Adamson law, Is chair
man of the Houso Committee on In
terslnte mid Foreign Ctimmrrcu. Tho
four other Representative are raem -

pent of this House committee. The
Newlands Investigators are expected
to begin work

It Is to be hoped thai their labors
will be fruitful. Hut there Is no cer-

tainty of this, nnd Indeed the Imme-

diate prospects nre not favorable. Ex-

traordinary freight traffic, largely n
concomitant of tile heavy war export
trade we aro doing, has given the
railroads an exceptionally prosperous
year In some cases. The rather targe
returns of the Inst twelvemonth are
likely to le pointed to ns h convincing
proof of railway prosperity. Of course
they are not; tho trouble lies much
deeper than nny year's earnings. It
Is rooted In our governmental rela
tions with the roads. They must obey
the United States and forty-eigh- t dif-

ferent States, each with different nnd
ever changing laws.

The Important question of Federal-
izing the ronds nnd mnklng tbem
amenable to Congress ntone gooa to
the kernel of the problem. With that
accomplished there 'would still remain
much to be done. Should not the In-

terstate Commerce Commission deter-
mine railway wages as well an rail-
way rates? If arbitration Is refused
In railway disputes and ennnot he
compelled, ns It probably cannot ex-

cept by the force of public opinion,
should the Interstate Commerce Com-

mission have power to operate the
roads during n strike? How is the
matter of n "reasonable return" on
railway capital to be handled? It
has recently been pointed out thnt,
after all, It Is not a governmental
body but the private Investor who de-

cides whether the return Is reasonable
or not. And tho railway men might
ask the Newlands committee this
question: "If Government regulation
of profits finally makes It Impossible
for us to attract new nnd necessary
capital will the Government subsidize
the railroads?"

The Federal Government hns n nnr-ro-

choice: It hos either to feed the
business that It has brought Into the
breadline or else turn employer.

In the Stadium.
The football year nears Its brilliant

end, the Indoor season approaches, but
while this perfect autumn of 101G Is
still with us we Join our praises ot tbe
game with those of the unnamed
rhymesler of the campus:

s
Who will may sing of champions bold,

The heroes of ballad and story.
Who entered the lists In the days of old

To battle for love and glory
Of wandering wight and dolorous

knights
And chargers with panoply laden

Of the gentle Joust and the thwack and
thrust

In a mMta for a maiden.
Uut e

Snilliim Balladi.

Rut we shall sine of twenty-tw- o men
who fight over n leather ball while
twenty-tw- o thousand or forty or fifty
or twenty thousand wntcli and pray
or cheer. We celebrate canorous!)'
the guard and (he hnlfhnck, pass and
punt, tackle nnd Hue buck, field goal
mid touchdown. Epic Is the history
of the Eleven, scrimmaging through
the sweet autumn week with the
scrub, bruised mid battered In muscle
and Joint, soulsoro under the tongue
lashing of coaches, tolltng through n
bitter schedule up to the Rig Gume
nnd the winning of the Y or II nr
blnzlng orange P. It seems foolish,
but It has the Sanction of Society.

Rig business for the railroads, for
not even the auto tins driven the foot-

ball special out. Rig business for the
fakers: "Here y' are! Get your win-
ning colors!" Emblems of Academe;
totemlsm rampant, clans of the Hull-do- e

and the Tiger. Chrysanthemums
and violets for t ho indies. Sand-
wiches nnd cigarettes; plumes and
pennants; "official programme. pitchers
of the players"; seats on tbe thirty
yard line, nnd sent cushions. Whnt
costs a dollar ot 2 o'clock you mny
have for n dime at A o'clock. Color,
noise, clothes; big, strong girls nnd
tame little men. Old grnds: "Why,
Sam White practised with a loose
ball every day Ah, but remember
Poi.'s run In 'OS And Ms drop kick
In '00 And John Dewitt in 'Oil,"
nnd so back to tbe old fellows whose
hearts went racing down tho side-
line with .Tilly Lamar In the early
'SOs. Or It Is Coy, McCluno,

B11.1.Y Bull: heroes all.
Immortals of glory's gridiron.

The Greeks nre on the field; Is
there n Homes In the stands? Even
with airmen cavorting dizzily over
head high ns tho price of hot dogs
in the trains nfter the battle even In
the furs nnd furbelows of 1010, tho
show is mediaeval. Any crowd Is. A
great day, and what It means Is even
less clearly shown in tho peopled
ledges of tho concreted amphitheatre
than where some lonely graduate In
the Arctic wasto or tropic Jungle
turns his thoughts buck to tho old
campus, and wonders who's making
tho touchdowns for Alma Mater nnd
defending her goal.

The "muddled oafs" are supermen,
and football Is tbe autumn sport of a
mighty people.

The Napoleon of Paraguay.
A novel Just published has for Its

central figure Josi: (Iahpar Rod-rioue- z

Fbancia, the dictator of Para-
guay, whose autocracy began a littlo
over n hundred years ago and lasted
until his death In 1840. It Is, In fact,
exactly a century since this despot, to
whom the Pnrngunynns dared refer
only ns "El Supremo," was mudo dic-
tator for life nnd slyled El IVrpetuo.
The flattering Implication that ho
would live forever wns not fulfilled,
yet Fbancia Inspired so much terror
(lint nfter his denth few ventured to
sneak of him otherwise than nn Kl

jDefunto, "The Dccented." "Hii De- -

ceased Highness" more adequately con
vey tbo note of reverence.

Fbancia was tho subject of a pane-
gyric by Carlyle, who pictured htm
ns n solitary superman worthy of the
extreme of hero worship. "Thou
lonely Fbancia 1" exclaimed the spir-
itualty hyphenated author of "The
French Revolution." It Is n pity that
Cablylk did not live to rend the later
works of Nietzsche. How he would
have exulted In "Beyond Good nnd
Evil" t nut perhaps by the time thnt
goal had been proclaimed he had al-

ready arrived there.
The truth nbout the Paraguayan

dictator will never be reached. We
know thnt he was merciless nnd vain,
that ho executed men without the
semblance of tho forms of Justice,
that he appeared devoid of nil human
feeling In such episodes as his re
fusal to forgive his dying father, from
whom he had long been estranged.
The prlnclpnt governmental policy of
Fbancia wns tho complcto Isolation
of Paraguay from the rest of the
world; as a result the Paraguayans
were forced to rely on themselves and
achieved n diversification of Industry
that was distinctly beneflclnl to the
country. Since tho people were thor-
oughly unfitted for nt
thnt time It may be considered that
Fbancia's rule wns tho best thing In
the circumstances. And his detest-
able personal qualities do not lessen
the Interest with which we read all
we enn find nbout him. Those who
have an Idea thnt Fbancia was n
great nnd misunderstood Immortal
should turn from Carlyle nnd the
pages of fiction to the letters of J. P.
nnd W. P. Robertson nnd to tbe first
volume of Charles A. Washburn's
"History of Paraguay."

It would be Interesting to know 'if
Paraguayans Intend to commemorate
Kl Supremo's centenary. How would
they go about It, we wonder?

Tho International Institute of Agri-
culture warns the world of a wheat
shortage and possible famine; but the
consumers of patented breakfast foods
show no signs of alarm.

H.v opening the city campaign of
vji i now tne political managers have
provided ample opportunities for every
ambitious citizen who long to have
himself mentioned for tho nomination
for Mayor. ,

If we understand our enthusiastic
friends correctly, Tammany died on
November 7 and will be decently burled
In November of next year.

The war will be decided In Ruma-
nia. Unnamed military authurltttt in
llerlin.

So Verdun did not end it?

The air of Columbus, Ohio, is so brisk
and lively that It wears out n, flaif a
month over tho State House. Yet the
citizens of Ohio do not complain; they
are willing to keep tho flag flying, no
matter what It costs.

In Metcnlf. Ariz., the schoolma'am
Is to receive a tonus of 15 a month for
remaining unmarried. Tho reward la
insuniclcnt; no gallant of the South-we- n

would hesitate for a moment to
buy such a claim from the right school
mistress.

The man who bares his past to his sec-
ond wife Is not only a fool hut he It
courting matrimonial disaster. A trou-
bled riwu.tr.

Or to his first wife.

Tho police have been asked to hunt
for a man who writes dally from re-

motest Hrooklyn to his family In Phila-
delphia telling them he does not know
where hu Is or what lio Is doing. He
probably owes his plight to having
taught directions from omo resident
of tho transpontine borough. The
easiest way to get lost In Brooklyn Is
to seek Information from a dweller
therein.

DINING UNDER THE DOME.

No Sad, Pored Fares In Tbla Parisian
Refectory.

To Tiir KniTon or Tur Sun Sir; May
not the "sad, bored dlnei" owe his ex-

pression to a state of Incipient coma
or caused by the bad
nlr in most of our restaurants? In
these days, wlhen every one smokes
everywhere and at nny time, the air
In our eating places Is apt to be thicker
than the soup, nnd this criticism nppllea
to our ladles' clubs as well as to our
reMaurnnts.

I recall a hotel In I'arls whose res-
taurant, built In an extension, had n
eliding glass roof which on opening
showed a glass doma that divided In Its
turn, letting out all the bad air at once
and giving the diners a glimpse of the
open sky.

Perhaps our climate does not permit
this, but it Is a pleasant recollection,
and there were no bored faces under
that dome. Fni'sn Am Fiend.

Xsw York, November IS,

The California Killtor riquea Curloalty.
From th Uutllnt Standard.

We hear that a filillnr It Imptnitlnf
In (limine which will Inlrreit all of ui.
The happy event migr not trannnlre In
Guttlne, Imt both partita are wrll and
popularly known here anil rvtrylmily will
welcome the hrlda and rnnf ratulals lh
croom and ilvo him a buttitl of good
wlihci.

The "Cubist ratrlot."
It was a "cubist patriot" appard upon

tho view.
Its hair wm red, lis brnw was white. Us

eyes were tlreply blue
When It was born Into the world.

But It felt that would not do.

So It had rut oft all Iti hair and now had
none at all,

Its brow ni nrlnkltd so with cart, 'twas
Ilka a crayon scrawl.

And both IU eritwhlle cobalt tyn
Had been blacked In a brawl,

The anno that It had learned In youth,
llkn "Yankee Doodle Doo,"

"Star Hpangled Banner" and the rsst of
them, were nnv taboo.

It droned a sort of wordless chant
Unknown to me and you. (
It said, "My country only thee Is strictly

out of ilM:
There li," It said, "no North, no South, no

Uait, no West lanata;
So prints why thtn huve the world

Allotted Slats by Stats?"
"My heart," It said, "embrarts none, but

nealcth free and wild.
No mere parochial patriot, I am a cosmlo

clillil"
An then a Colonel prkktd ths thing,

ll burst, ths while we smllsd.
Mastics Moists.

REVENUES FROM LIQUOR.

Preirttlea ef FlaaaeM Blsastet It
Prohibition Prevails.

To ths Editob 'or Thb atw Sir; No-

vember 7 brought disastrous news to
the brewers and saloon keepers of the
States of Montana, South Dakota, Mich-
igan and Nebraska when these Common-
wealths decided In favor of statewide
prohibition. The addition of these four
States to those already under the

"dry" edict makes a total ot
twonty-thre- e, and It Is believed that
when ths new Governors of Florida
and Utah era Inaugurated measures iwlll
be adopted to bring these two States
into ths "dry" column.

It haa been believed (by .students who
are watching the prohibition movement
that It would react, but such does not
appear to be the cast. That a reaction
wilt set In soma tlma Is quits possible,
but whether tha trewers and saloon men
can stand the 'financial strain coinci-

dent with ths repeated attacks that they
must 'meet I cannot say. But It tha
brewers, distillers and saloon men were
to agree to clot down their establish-
ments even for a apse of six months
cr one year, thereby making the na-

tion automatically as "dry as a bone,'
and would demand from ths prohibi-
tionists that they Join hands In estab-
lishing a law making It a criminal of-

fence for any one to have liquors In
his or her possession, municipality after
municipality and State after State now
"dry" would wipe out the prohibition
law In a hurry. If such a movement
were to be Inaugurated every State In
the Union and our national Government
would be compelled to Issue bonds to
save themselves from bankruptcy.

When consideration Is given to the
fact that the United States Government
annually derives $2:5,000,000 from
liquors alone the financial cataatrophe
that would overtake the Government
should the liquor men close up shop
for a while Is appalling.

A. n. ARDSI.tr.
Nsw York, November IS.

THE PACIFISTS ERROR.

He Is Not the Only Persoa With an
Aversion to War.

To thb Editob or Tub Sun Sir; In
the letter signed "Thoughtful" In Tin
Ht'N of y the defence of the pacifist
la once again taken up In a way which
proves the lamentable Inability of those,
curious people who flatter themselves
that they are "Inspired by some of the
noblest sentlmenta that can dwell In the
human breast" to see straight. The
pacifist Is wholly wrong In the supposi-

tion that he is the only person alive who
has an aversion to war and stands ap-

palled before the tragedies that follow
In Its wake.

Every human being except the Prus-
sian has the same aversion, and even
the Prussian shares In the feeling when
he finds that he cannot ride roughshod
over unpre'pared nations. What the
pacifist cannot understand Is that he
and bis kind have done more through
out the ages to make war possible than
all bloodthirsty people put together. It
Is he who discourages nations from put-

ting themselves In a state of preparation
for war which will make war an Im-

possibility, and the fact that. In face ot
the terrible lwon which la at this mo
ment still being learned by those nations
which clung blindly and Ignorantly and
plgheadedly to the principles of
pacifism, "ThouKhtful" and his fellow
thinkers can even now continue to
babble on the subject doea not speak
well for the Intelligence of this century.
One would have Imagined that the very
word paclHst had been shamed out of the
dictionary. Cosmo Hamilton.

New York, November 18.

THE GREAT OPPORTUNITY.

President Wlhon Can Pat All Ameri-

cans on a Level Before the Law.

To the Editor or Tilt Sun Sir; "The
Pistol at the Court House Door" Is good
reading, ns are all SUN editorial nrtlcles,
for the simple reason that THE Sun I"
not afraid to say what It means In lucid,
clear cut style and never Indulges In
recksnlfflan sophistry or Uriah lleep
hypocrisy.

Now that the eminent rhetorician and
ambiguous phrase maker seems to have
been reelected, what will he do with or
to his friends for whom he crawled and
had the Adamson act passed?

I Ibm he got any sand In his makeup
to cut the Gordlan knot and end once and
for all any recurrence of a threatened
nationwide tleup of railroads? He can
do this, and do It easier, because of n
better reason than he used to pass the
Adamson act; a reason of the best, as
it would take Into account the general
welfare ot the nation and not the de-

mand ot special Interests,
He can end at one stroke nil dangers

of present nnd future holdups by sim
ply asking Conxresn to repeal that clause
In the Clayton act of 1914 which ex-

empts or Is auld tu exempt labor unions
and farmers' alliances from the penalties
of the antt-tru- act when engaged In
a conspiracy In restraint of trade.

Wilson has a chance to right a wrong
that he did, a wrong done to gain
votes, and make amends for holdup
legislation In the Adamson act

Coi.vmbds, O., November IT. U If,

Mr. Hnghes's Clean Heeord.
To tub Editor or Tub 8un Sir; Why

should Mr, Hughes send congratulations
to Mr. Wilson over the recent election?
The man who gets licked doesn't usually
congratulate tho man who licks blm.

Such a message would be In a large
degree hypocritical possibly wholly so,
and Charles E. Hughes has never yet
been accused of hypocrisy. M. T. It.

Nrw York, November 1J.

Boats.
Tn tub Editob or Tns Srs Sir: In

Nkw Haven I huitltd up and down Chsprt
turret In search of Utrman arty apsis,
triple stitched. Kvtry clerk said me my,
and ercry cltrk looktd tha same look,

On analysis of that look, I am undr.
rt Jail still whethir they took me for a
foreigner from Tlmbuctu or ilartford, or
mtrsly a runner up for some spat maker
who hail rorntred the Oermn gray and
triple stitch. M. I),

Ktw Tobk, November IS.

Even Indiana and Mexicans at Work,
From fas SUpptry Kick, Pa.. Sun,

The Pennsylvania Railroad Is trying tn
meet ths labor situation by employing
Cornplsnter Indians from ths reservation
Just over tha New York Btata lint. A
carload or twtnty-nv- s were brought to
Vrnango county a ff w daya ago and put
to work on a construction Job. Recently
a group of Mexicans want to work on ths
stma Job,

Not at Laughing Matter.
From tha ilonttomtrw Advtrtlitr.

Soma folks In Alabama oppoie good
roads, rattle tick eradication and ths edu
cational amendment. That Isn't a Joks
designed to make you laugh. It It a
literal fact att down here to show that
wt have aomtthlag to be aahamed of In
Alabama.

The Operation of Social Justice.
The KIJI Thank goodnets, now we may

gtt at murh publicity as Xngland, Man-
hattan er Blackwall'a.

CHANNELS FOR SUBMARINES

SheaU Daagaroas Might Waten Be
Closed to the DeatschhuU?

To tub Editor or Tub Sun Sir; The
recent collision of the German sub-

marine Deutschlsnd and her convoying
tug off Race Itock, In which the lives of
five In the tug's crew were lost, shows
plainly the danger of permitting these
submarines to use that passage during
the hours of darkness.

The Race Is a narrow channel nt best.
The tide runs strong east and west and
considerable eddy Is caused by the cross
tide, striking the usual current, coming
from the Thames River. It Is the only en-

trance to Long Island Sound for large
vessels from the east. Tugs with long
tows and lumber laden schooners and
lust but not least the Fall River and
Boston steamers all use the Race be-

tween 10 o'clock P. M. and 4 o'clock
A. M. Passengers on tho steamers are
In bed at this point and would have lit
tle chance for their lives If the eighteen
knot steamer struck a submarine.

The recent accident would Indicate,
although reports say otherwise, that the
submarine was not well lighted. It Is
reasonable to suppose that In mnklng
for the open she would not carry any
more telltale light than was necessary,
and possibly not as much. At any rate.
If the convoying tug, which knew ap-

proximately her whereabouts, could not
keep clear of her, What chnnce haa a
yacht or commercial vessel which does
not know of her presence? Submarines
are not easily managed In strong tides
and narrow chnnnels, and large, fast
steamers are hard to handle under the
same conditions unless a high rate of
speed Is maintained. Who would shoul-
der the responsibility It one ot the Fall
Itlver steamers was sunk ns a result of
one of these unheralded, movable under-
water objects getting In her path? A
alight misunderstanding of lights or sig-

nals and hundreds ot people would per-

ish In the wreck.
Tho westwnrd passage of nny smnll

yacht or craft, no matter how peaceful
her errand, may be looked upon with
suspicion by the crew of the outbound
Mibmarlne and Its convoy. All yachts
bound to the Sound either by way of tho
Race or Fisher's Island Sound would
cross the submarine' track or course
In mnklng Cornfield lightship. There Is
the danger of the Germans mistaking
any of our small craft for one of the
small scout cruisers which England has
In large numbers, nnd disastrous re-

sults might well bo the sequel In case
of mistaken Identity.

The Germans have evidently made a
permanent bnse at New London, and-thi-

nightly passage or submarines In or
out may be looked for on an average
of once a month. Now In the time for
protecting our own. It Is not my In-

tention to dispute the right of merchant
submarined to make and clear our ports,
but It la certainly a menace to naviga-

tion to permit them to make nnd clear
narrow channels after nightfall. Let
them go out In the daytime. The three
mile limit extends outalde of Block Isl-

and Pound, nnd they are safe until Block
Island Is renched. It will be Interesting
lo note what action Is taken now that
the accident has brought the matter to
the attention of the steumboat In-

spectors. Gtiut.n W. Ford.
Nkw York. November 1J.

SHIRT SECRETS.

When the Garment Is Wuhed the
Hand Shrinks at the Bottom.

To Tiir F.niTon or The Srs Sir; It
may lie thnt those who know did not
care to tell why some men can wear a
collar without tbe back button In the
neckband.

Many shirts nre made practically
The neckband and cuffs) nre

laundered and sewed on the shirt after
the other marhlno work Is done. The
shirts are then pressed, folded ami
boxed. This eres a double purpose!
It nave." Jl to 11. 60 a dosen for laundry
and lime, and ns the body nnd sleeves
nre not washed the shlit I one und one-ha- lf

to three Inches loncer than It would
be nfter washlnir. This In why some
shirts do not At nfter the first washing.

For such shirts the neckband Is

usually cut straight or nearly so; It
saves goods. If Die neckband was rut
curveil It would fit the shape of the
neck, the Imjiioih of the neckband being
wider than the top. I'utt'm; the neck-

band straight causes the bottom of the
band to shrink when the shirt Is laun-
dered, and this mikes the top of the
band flare from the nei-k-

. This will
also explain why the collar has that
aggravating way of climbing over the
top of the neckband, '. It. Qimnbt.

Nkw York, November 1J.

LOOK BEFORE YOU LAUGH.

Limitations Imposed on Personal Free-

dom by the SI reel Car Ilarons.
To Til e Editor ok Tiir Scn sir; While

taxleabblng to the Horse Show In one
of Mr. ShonKs chariot' 3531 Is Its
number If my memory serves me cor-
rectly I was horrlfleil to And painted
on the door leading to the vestibule hls
le Read :

riMsngr art not allowed to rlrt an
the platform,

Are we to understand thnt we may
laugh only In the subway etatlons and
In the Inside ot the cam? May I nsk
of Tub Ht'.v, which "shlnei for all,"
what Is a poor fellow to do when wedged
In a corner of tho vestibule on a typical
crowded train when tho guard howls In
his ear: "Wan cent I Nxrortlne!"? Is
he to suppress his mirth nt this cry for
money or hold his stomach If he Is- a
fat man to keep It from shaking like a
blanc mange? Jos Cohsitt.

New York, November is,

California 1'iran ot Welcome.
from Me ditto f.nttrpritr.

The whole ton welcomes the visitors
from Oihkneh, In them are reeognlie.l
kindred plrlte. Their home ton l murh
the same kind of a town at ours, They
have about the mine population; they lm
a Diamond match factory, a Stat normal
school snrt a crackerjack ball team.

rreparrdnett,
Flella-A- re. you getting your shopping

done furl) ?

Bella My friends art builng the tl mgs
I ahnll gla In 101".

Curlnut.
from tht Skantalrln Fru Frtm

Hello thar. Unci .iitnl I want ter know
Wot ytr iloln' thar In Mexico,
Sent thar ter hunt fer Villa, wunt yer?
Then why In thundtr don't ytr1
I'an't nnd him? Cnn't loeatt him?
Kind It kind n' hard lo take him?
When he's Jut thar, right near Che.wg.wa,
Where yer almntt hear lilt haw, haw?
Then why don't yer? Ain't yer "puni-

tive" no more?
Then wot ytr dnla' thtr? Wot yer thar

for?
How many t"i yer? Fifty thousand?

Katln' off yer head?
Kxpeetlng Villa' Waltln' till h' rtendKn)ln' tcenery? rnclue? Haltln' Diet?
Chew In' tome, an' gum, fur

eaerclee?
Sav, Uncle Sam! I kind n want ter know,
What tr doln' thar In Mtalcu?

ntitTio.

DANGERS THAT
THE HOME

Disastrous of Attemaii by Person. (
Draw Their Own Last Testaments.

In an articls printed In Tub Bun of
November on "Ths Art of Making a
Will Satisfactory to the Court" the
writer emphasises the Importance of
every man having his will prepared and
Its execution supervised by a person
verted In tha law of wills,

The writer, however, says "filling up
a will with such a provision as that the
testator's debts be paid, matters which
would have to be done by his personal
representative In any event, and not In-

cluding things of real Importance never
go hand In' hand In tha wall prepared,
well balanced will," Tha direction to
pay debts Is often a valuable one, and so,
also, Is the authorization or direction by
the testator that his executor shall sell
his real estate for that purpose, Under
our law real estate left by a decedent Is
subject to the payment of his debts after
the personal property has been ex-

hausted, and without such a direction
such real estate could not be conveyed
with an assuredly clear title for a period
of eighteen months.

Probably the moat common cause of
trouble over wills Is found In Instancea
where printed forms of wllU have been
used, forms procurable In the stationery
stores. These forms have led to endless
litigation. The Ideas which some per-
sons 'have aa to the essentials or requi-
site of wills are most amaslng. Every
lawyer has had brought to his notice In
his practice abominable "home made"
papers intended as wills, the execution
of which lacked not only all the formali-
ties required by statute, but in some of
which the teatntors with astonishing
confidence attempted to create trusts or
life estates which could be effected only
by consummate professional skill.

In these and In other Instances of
"home made" wills the saving of the fee
which the lawyer would have charged
had been accomplished, and In most of
such Instancea tha seed was sown for
expensive litigation after the testator's
death, In which construction, phrase-
ology, context and Intent would be scru-
tinised, analyzed and dissected, and
energies, pretexts and Interpretations
limited only by the legal ingenuities
directed against the "will" nt a time
when It Is too late to fortify It, and It
must stand as written. I myself have
known of a crude paper drawn with
testamentary Intent, weak, but bearing
tho formidable caption "My Irrevocable
Will," and of a paper likewise so drawn,
detective In every material respect, which
the maker placed In his safe deposit box
with care as commendable as hie at-
tempt to draw his own will was censur-
able, and this paper, ineffective to
comey his large estate In the event of
his death, remained. In the steel vault
for many years.

Such a "home made" will was In-

volved In a very recent case In the Court
of Appeals. The testator, after making
provision for the payment of his debts,
provided as follows:

I site, dtilia end bequeath unto my
living eon and daughters (naming them)
ehtre and slmre alike, the mnr tu hr
equally itllded between themtelvee.

Litigation arose over the will, which
trailed Its course to the highest State
court, where the decision of the Appel-
late Division was reversed and the whole
matter after several yearn sent back to
the court where It originally started, the
Court ot Appeals holding that while It
would allow great latitude In determin

NEW JERSEY'S CASE.

A Statement of tho Freight Aspirations
of Our Western Friends.

To the EDiTOa ok The SCN Sir; I

read with much nmusement the letter
of I,ouls ll. Manhclmer concerning the

division of the port of New
York. ll seems to dwell upon every
Item but the leal point at Issue, Most
New Yorkers l have spoken to on the
subject have the mme erroneous argu-
ment, that New Jersey Is Keeking to
disrupt the pott of New Yolk. New
Jersey Is seeking to do no Mich thing.
New Jersey Is seeking Its lights only.

If the port of New York comprises
Trenton, Newark, Jersey City and the
other northern New Jersey localities so
far as freight rates are concerned, why
nre these localities favored In one direc-
tion and illMTiiulnated against In an-

other direction '. To eastbound freight
passing throiiBh New Jersey to New
York city Is given the same rate nv that
of freight destined for any of the n irth-er- n

New Jersey localities, while fnlght
coming from New England points to
point In northern New Jersey docs not
receive the same rate of New York city,
but has to pay a lighterage charge from
New York to New Jersey and additional
fielglit rates to the points shipped to.

This Is the complaint we Jersrymen
have to make. Are we not Justified In
making It? Jn It not u poor rule that
does not work both ways?

Mr. Manhelmer speaks without actual
knowledge. He sayi "there Is at present
a belt line railroad across tbe New Jer-
sey meadows connecting practically
every railroad that enters the port."
The truth Is t b fit no one In New Jersey
ever kiw It, because It Is not there.
However, ho together with all other New
Yorkers will bo thoroughly enlightened
In the matter when New Jersey pre-

sents Its case beforo the Interstate Com-
merce Commission,

New Jersey has been shortsighted In
the piiM ns to Its own Interests In this
reepect, but this will be corrected In due
COlirse Of time. N. J. MANtTFACTl'HER,

By C. II. l'l.tlHMEU.
Newark, N. J.. November IS,

DR. EATON'S METHODS.

A Further Kxamlnatlon of Ilia Recent
Itcntarks on War.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: It
seems to me that my critic la hesgliirl
the question. I did not object to Or
Eaton's Just Indignation nt the couise
pursued by Hie Administration (and
what man with led blood In his veins
would not he Indignant?). What I did
object to wan his Inflammatory remarks,
Henry Ward Beecher did sell a slav e !

gill In his church to emphasize thn
cruelties of slavery; of this there Is no
doubt. And Dr. Charles II, rarkhurst
in his crusade ngalnst vice underwent
unpleasant experiences In order to con-
vince the Police Department that vice
still existed ',"i 'vv York city. Hut does
this prove In cither case that they
adopted tha best mennn of driving
homo their arguments?

Ho with Dr, Eaton's remarks ; does
nnv sane person believe that he wan
really sincere when he said what he did
In bis sermon last Sunday?

Adrian Heokuan,
STAMroiiD, Conn., November 11,

ARE INHERENT IN
i

Genaetiaeaeca Inexperienced

MADE WILL.

ing and putting Into effect Imperfectly
expressed Intentions, It could not mk
wills for testators, and that the wm
above quoted was "fatally defective In

vital point, for It falls to mention, much iless to Identify any gift, devise ur
legacy."

There are many cases In which tha
subject of a gift haa been Imperfectly
described, but where tho courts ha(,
been able to spell out from the wlio't
Instrument the poorly expressed nttn.
tlon of tho testator and hac let the gift
stand aa a "gift by Implication "

In another case often used ns a prere.
dent when It Is sought tri prove the

of a "homo mode" will, after .
the testatrix had written the whole paper
carefully, she sent for two witnesses ,

attend at her room In a hotel "to wit.
nets a document." It wns shown on t,,
trial that Bhe presented the "ilocumtiif
to them (having signed It before the
witnesses called) folded In such a ma-
nner aa to conceal Its contents and
quested them to sign It. Of course lit,, i

gallon which is Die handmaid of such
Instruments resulted In the will l.oinr
declared void and of no effect by the
Court of Appeals. .It would have been
f,o little trouble to Inform the wit
that the paper was her will, ami s!;n It
In their presence nnd request them to
sign It and to have them do so In her
presence, and the document would then
have withstood any assaults upon it
bnsed upon alleged defecthe execution.
Witnesses to a will need not know In
contents, but It is essential lo Its xalld.ty
that they know It Is a will.

So few "home made" wills survive e,t.

tack that when one dors succeed In pi..
bate It deserves mention. The follow Ine
attained such distinction :

A member ot the Saratoga Club wrote,
upon a aheet of the club's letter paper
his desire an to the disposition of hit
property at his death. After writing and
signing It he called another member over
to the desk and aaked him to sign It, siy.
Ing It wag lila will, and he did so In the.

testator's presence. Five hours later the
testator took the paper to the clube.
steward, showed It to him, told him It
was his will and requested him to e ta
It as a witness, which he did In the
testator's presence. Such Informality In

the making of this will naturally Invited
a contest based upon tho ground of de.
fectlve execution. The Appellate Division
decided, however, that tho will was pro..
erly executed, that the testator had com-

piled "substantially" with the requir-
ements ot the statute, and admitted tf.e
same to probate. How much less e.
pensive lo the estate of that man It
would have been had he spent an hour
In the office of an attorney and had hli
will drawn under circumstances which
In themselves cause a presumption of
legal and proper execution.

These daya when a prudent huslreei
man will seldom write an Important le-
tter, much less sign a contract, without
submitting the same to counsel, fearf1
lest by some subtle nicety of the law he
waive some right or create or nsume
some liability or prejudice himself, ll
amazing that so many person havesu a

confidence In their abilities safely t

travel the unknown paths of the law
'and write their own last wills and test.
ment but still more amazing that tH
often disastrous act li done more fie.
quently by men than tiy women.

f.'llAf.I.ES ii. McCahti
New York, November 13.

WHY CARS ARE SCARCE.

The Railroads lla Increased Their
Supply 8 Per Cent. In Eight Vrars
To the EniTon or The Sun Sir. T it

thousand times predicted car short.ie
Is upon us. Nor shnll we nhake It e,r

before the war la pnst history. In i

last !ght years the railroads of the
United .States Increased their supply rf
cars 1 per cent a year.

Ground between Interstate rnmmer t
rulings and ever rising tralnmmi
.wages, our roads, up to twenty-- f .

months ago, have been Kraduu'ly a

progressively prepared for the sir.
heap. The count as of 1!H slioun
one-sixt- h of them had arrled

In 100S our roads operated 1 151 J"
freight cars. In 1916 '',H7,17

to what Ivy 1 l.ee. late of t --

Pennsylvania Itallro.id, has to sn 'i.
1SI5 the roadu Hctunlly earned less ' i'
In 1907. Yet In the u tie ve.r.
since 1907 they had Invested IV
000,000 In Inoreased facilities" He ' t
adds that even In this record l.rf.i..year the additional money earned
less than 6 per cent, return on thl a1'

tlonal Investment of .'.,t00.cn.npo
Hallway rolling stuck Is Mllm t..

from 70 to 100 per cent, above '
three years ago, nnd the quota) i s
cars aro constantly mounting. I or r 'i
materials nre constantly being "i fte.
up, and the only thing left f.ir tecar builders to do m to protect

nnd ndvanco the price of .i

Moreover our road nre v f' e.
Into the open market for the'r n t
stock requirements In the tctrth '
greatest competition ever know i. f
nntlng from tho warring Towers
are making their too long debited l

chases nt war prices,
It will bo years before the car b"

of the t'nlted States are aMe t t

up with the, oncoming tide of c.ie rr
fioin KussIh and Italy nnd 1'r.n - '

If our roadu have passed thromli
lenn profit vcats of late, tn, tru
the car builders and equipment r

Tho car building fraten -
had no Incentive In these lean pe '
Justifying plsnl extensions npi ' c

capital outlays for Increasing '

Hence they feel themselves mu ii

came boat with their railroad . i.-- n
caught in the Jam of rapldl.v .

material quotations and con '

limited plant capacity Hence he r
ability to handle at a moment i '
as It were, this flood of orders

The sentiment of the penpi o'
country Is for higher railroad rve '
roads must live, and they iuut t
to pay a fair profit tn the sto, Mir
If any other business of the repu"
had beep nagged and ginund to ei"
ns has the railroad htilne ihe
dozen years, there would have e

lutlon In the land, and the hov,'"
Ing would have been of the genu."' '
fashioned kind,

William Menrv n"
Brookmnb, Mass., November
The Dolnga of the Arkansas Cnnch'e.

From thu Ft., RidQt Fo.t
nalph and llnv murh ciutht

white poiaum Saturday night a n
It alive at their father s lioii.e

Mrs. Couch visited at the b .mi- - ' k"
brother In Mutter Hnl'mv n I.- -

Klmer Jones. ralei on i: i

day
HII Couch bought lome app ee e il

for wlnttr't utt.

fi


